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What  is  Nutritional  Science?  
 
Nutritional science is a broad field that studies the utilization of foods and nutrients by cells, individuals 
and communities. A major focus of nutritional science is to understand factors that influence the use of 
foods to provide nutrients for optimal health and treatment of disease. This includes the study of 
socioeconomic and biological factors affecting food utilization. The breadth of the field of nutritional 
sciences also impacts the social, economic, cultural, and psychological implications of food and eating. 
 
 

Registered Dietitian Nutritionists (RDNs)  
 
Registered dietitian nutritionists (RDNs) are food and nutrition experts. RDNs are trained in the 
sciences and are able to translate scientific findings and help people live healthy lives. Didactic 
students receive a broad education in the physical, biological, and social sciences, medical nutrition 
therapy, food service management and community nutrition. This education prepares students for a 
post graduate 1000 hour supervised practice program also known as a dietetic internship. 

RDNs may also be licensed or certified depending on the state. Forty-six states currently have statutory 
provisions regarding professional regulation of dietitians and/or nutritionists. This regulation protects 
the RDN credential and informs the public who is qualified to provide nutrition care services. Illinois 
requires �Z���E�[�• to be licensed by the Illinois Department of Professional Regulation. As such, �Z���E�[�• 
also become Licensed Dietitian Nutritionists (LDN) thus the RDN, LDN credential in Illinois. 
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Objective 1.4: Graduate Performance on Registration Exam: �d�Z�����‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�[�•���}�v��-year pass rate 
(graduates who pass the registration exam within one year of first attempt) on the CDR credentialing 
exam for dietitian nutritionists is at least 80%. 
 

Objective 1.5: Satisfaction with Graduate Performance: At least 80% of dietetic internship program 
directors will rate the overall preparation of Dominican University DPD graduates as prepared for the 
dietetic internship. 
 
Objective 1.6: �W�Œ�}�P�Œ���u���'�Œ�����µ���š���[���^���š�]�•�(�����š�]�}�v: At least 80% of program graduates will agree that the 
program prepared them to enter supervised practice or graduate school. 
 

Goal 
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1. Cumulative grade point average of 2.5 on 4.0 scale 

2. Students transferring with fewer than 12 semester hours must also meet freshman 
requirements. 

3. Students with fewer than 24 semester hours of college credit must also submit high school 
transcripts. 
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Students who withdraw from all classes in the first week of the term are entitled to a full refund of 
tuition. Students who reduce their course load during the first week of the term are entitled to a full 
refund of any difference in tuition resulting from the drop. For more information about full and partial 
refunds, contact Student Accounts at 708-524-6789 or bursar@dom.edu. When the Student Accounts 
Office has received official notice of withdrawal from the registrar, tuition will be refunded according 
to the following schedule: 

 

Fall and Spring Summer 

Drops during the first week: 100% refund 

Drops during the second week: 80% refund 

Withdrawals during the third week: 60% refund 

Withdrawals during the fourth week: 40% refund 

Withdrawals during the fifth week: 20% refund 

Withdrawals during and after the sixth week: no 

refund 

Drops during the first week: 100% refund 

Withdrawals during the second week: 80% refund 

Withdrawals during the third week: 40% refund 

Withdrawals during and after the fourth week: no 

refund 

 

 

DPD Course Requirements and Descriptions  
 
What are the Dominican University Graduation Requirements? 
 

For the Bachelor of Science degree in Nutrition and Dietetics each student will need 124 total credits to 
successfully graduate. These credits are broken into five sections: 

1. Foundations in Communication 
2. Foundations in Quantitative Reasoning and Literacy 
3. Enduring Questions Seminars  
4. Area Studies 
5. Multicultural 

Upon entering the program, each student is assigned a faculty member who serves as an academic 
advisor and a resource for career development. Students must meet with their assigned advisor at 
least once a semester prior to course registration to ensure proper sequencing of courses. Advisors will 
review with their advisees' course grades to assess student's ability to take subsequent courses. 
Advisors work from an advising worksheet to help track student progression though coursework. 
Chemistry sequence is recommended to be taken in the first year but can be adjusted, if necessary. 
Also, it is strongly recommended that NUTR 200 and NUTR 250 be taken in the first year. 

 
What are the requirements to complete the Certificate in Nutrition and Dietetics? 
 

For the Certificate in Nutrition and Dietetics each student will need 87 total credits to  successfully 
graduate. These credits are broken into three sections: 

1. Foundations in Communication 
2. Foundations in Quantitative Reasoning and Literacy 
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3. Nutrition Core 

Upon entering the program, each student is assigned a faculty member who serves as an academic 
advisor and a resource for career development. Students must meet with their assigned advisor at 
least once a semester prior to course registration to ensure proper sequencing of courses. Advisors
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Certificate Program - Recommended 2 Year Plan  
(Pre-requisite Chemistry and Biology coursework taken elsewhere) 
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Your Dominican University college transcript will also indicate the requirements have been met and a 
verification statement is kept on file in the DPD ���]�Œ�����š�}�Œ�[�• office and university records. The verification 
statement is active for 5 years. 

Policy 

Completion of the requirements for Dominican University Didactic Program in Dietetics 
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Process for Assessment of Student Learning and Program Progress  
 
Assessment of student learning occurs through the course-embedded assessments designed by the 
���}�µ�Œ�•�����(�����µ�o�š�Ç���u���u�����Œ�X���'�Œ�������•�����Œ�������•�•���•�•�������µ�•�]�v�P���š�Z�����]�v�•�š�Œ�µ���š�}�Œ�[�•�����•�•�]�P�v�u���v�š���Œ�µ���Œ�]���•�U���P�Œ�����]�v�P���•�����o���•���}�Œ��
objective tests/examinations. The course syllabus explains the grading scale, the assignments and the 
point values assigned to each that collectively contribute to the course grade. In Canvas, the course 
learning management system, the gradebook affords students the opportunity to see their posted 
grades for the course assignments.  
 
Students can access their term and cumulative GPA in the myDU portal, and the transcript. In meeting 
with the DPD academic advisor (faculty member), students discuss their overall progress in the program 
by looking at their course grade performance. Academic advisors are available at any point to discuss 
program or course concerns. 
 

Program Remediation Process  
 
When a student has academic difficulties, he or she is provided with a support system that starts with 
the instructor(s) of the course(s) in which the student is not achieving a grade of B- or better.  As soon as 
�š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���P�Œ�����������Œ�}�‰�•�������o�}�Á��������-, the instructor of that course takes the following steps: 

1. An e-mail (academic alert in the DU StarTracker early alert system) is sent to the student from 
the instructor addressing concern and asks the student to schedule a meeting to discuss an 
action plan. The academic advisor and the Student Success and Engagement Division academic 
success coaches also receive notice of the alert so that it can be tracked with in the coordinated 
care network system. 

2. During the instructor-student meeting, the student is given the opportunity to explain why his or 
her academic performance declined.  Information about available resources such as tutoring and 
extra assistance from the instructor are also discussed and an individualized plan is created to 
�‰�Œ�}�À�]�������P�µ�]�����v�������Á�]�š�Z���Œ���•�š�}�Œ�]�v�P���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���P�Œ���������š�}��������- or above. If the student does not 
�Œ���•�‰�}�v�����š�}���š�Z�����]�v�•�š�Œ�µ���š�}�Œ�[�•�����u���]�o���}�Œ�����š�š���v�����š�Z�]�•���u�����š�]�v�P�U the Academic Advisor, with support 
from the Student Success and Engagement Division staff, will intervene and help to locate the 
student. 

3. �/�(���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���P�Œ�����������}���•���v�}�š���Œ�������Z��������- or above after the next assignment or exam with 
significant point value, t
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the University official responsible for the record, clearly identify the part of the record they want 
changed, and specify why it is inaccurate. 
If the University decides not to amend the record as requested by the student, the University will notify 
the student of the decision and advise the student of his or her right to a hearing regarding the request 
for amendment.  Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the 
student when notified of the right to a hearing.  
 

3.
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Excluded from student educational records are records of instructional, supervisory, and administrative 
personnel and ancillary educational personnel in the sole possession of the maker and that are not 
accessible or revealed to any other person, except for a substitute. Additionally, notes of a professor or 
staff member intended for his or her own use are not part of the educational record, nor are records of 
police services, application of records of students not admitted to the University, alumni records, or 
records of physicians, psychiatrists, psychologists, or other recognized professionals. 
 
Records relating to an individual who is employed by the University not as a result of his or her status as 
a student are also excluded.  However, employment records relating to University, students who are 
employed as a result of their status as students are considered educational records. 
  

Academic Support Center  
 
The Center strives to enhance the quality of formal, informal, and experiential learning for all 
Dominican students (both graduate and undergraduate). Through continuing programs and emerging 
initiatives, the center provides students with a supportive learning commons where they can step 
beyond the comfortable routines of the classroom and pursue a more dynamic and intentional role in 
shaping themselves. 
 

A newly reconfigured center, the AEC consists of four units, each intended to encourage students to 
cultivate intellectual independence, imagine what sort of moral, professional, and publicly engaged 
people they wish to become, and pursue experiences that will help them make that possible. 
 
1. Tutoring and Learning Resources �•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�•���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�[���•�µ�������•�•���Á�]�š�Z�������Œ���v�P�����}�(���š�µ�š�}�Œ�]ng and academic 

support services. The office pursues initiatives that support writing and reading skill development 
and provides high achieving Dominican students the opportunity to serve as tutors. 

 
2. Career Development provides students with career advising, workshops, internship 
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Health Insurance Requirement  
 
Fall 2014 New at DU-Health Insurance Requirement for full time undergraduate and ALL F1 or J1 Visa   
students: All full-time undergraduates must be covered by health insurance that meets federal 
guidelines (ACA). All full-time undergrads must prove they have adequate health insurance in order to 
waive enrollment by September 1st, 2014 or be automatically enrolled in the student health insurance 
plan for the fall semester. A $925 fee �Á�]�o�o�����������]�o�o�������š�}���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���������}�µ�v�š���µ�v�o���•�•���š�Z���Ç���Á���]�À�����}�Œ�����v�Œ�}�o�o��
early in the student plan. See health insurance coverage description here 
 

 

Option for health insurance for low income, uninsured students 
Dominican Students who earn less than 133% of the federal poverty level ($15,856 for one person or 
about $33,000 for a family of four) and who reside in Cook County can apply now for the "New 
Medicaid". A social security number is required. This is a specific program for Cook County residents. 
Cook County received permission to enroll low income and uninsured adults in health insurance 10 
months ahead of the Affordable Care Act expansion in January 2014. There are several local health care 
providers in Cook County who want to help you enroll and become your healthcare provider once you 
are on Medicaid. The Wellness Center can refer you to a clinic where you can get help enrolling now. 
Medicaid is great comprehensive health insurance that is fully compliant with the new regulations for 
quality and coverage. Covered clinics include Access Community Health Network (1st Ave and North 
Ave; PCC Wellness, Cook County Health System). Contact the Wellness Center at 708-524-6229 for 
referrals and more information. 
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student violation of the student code of conduct, access or provision of disability-related services or 
accommodations, complaint about technology or library services, or complaints about the outcome 
of a student conduct hearing. In each of these categories of complaint, the Help Central site 
describes the steps the student should follow to submit and seek resolution. 
 
After all other options with the DPD Program and Dominican University have been exhausted, if the 
student wishes he/she may further pursue the matter with the Accreditation Council for Education in 
Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND) per the DU ACEND complaint policy. 
 

ACEND Complaint Policy  
 
If the student has exhausted all complaint efforts through the DPD program director, department chair 
and BCHS and complaint involves ACEND standards, policies, procedures or conduct the student may 
submit a complaint to ACEND. 
 
A. Any individual, for example, student, faculty, dietetics practitioner and/or member of the public, 
may submit a complaint about the standards, policies, procedures or conduct of ACEND. The complaint 
must be signed by the complainant. Anonymous complaints are not considered. 
 
B. ACEND staff forwards all written complaints to the ACEND chair and a public member within 
three     weeks of receipt of the complaint. 
 
C. If the ACEND chair and the public member determine that the complaint does not relate to the 
standards, policies, procedures or conduct of ACEND, the complainant is notified within two weeks of 
their review that no further action will be taken. 
 

D. If the ACEND chair and the public member determine that the complaint does relate to the 
standards, policies, procedures or conduct of ACEND the complaint is acknowledged in writing within 
two weeks of their review and the complainant is provided a copy of the process for handling the 
complaint. 
 
E. The ACEND chair appoints a review committee that considers the complaint, along with all 
relevant information, and recommends appropriate action to the ACEND board. 
 
F. The ACEND board or the ACEND chai792 re
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H. �d�Z�������}�u�‰�o���]�v���v�š���]�•���v�}�š�]�(�]�������}�(���š�Z�����������E�������}���Œ���[�•��decision and action in writing within two weeks 
of decision. 
 
ACEND Contact Information 
Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics 
120 S. Riverside Plaza, Suite 2190 
Chicago, IL 60606-6995 
(800)877-1600 ext. 5400 
Fax: (312)899-4817 
Email: ACEND@eatright.org 
URL: www.eatright.org/acend 
 

Equitable Treatment and Protection Against Bias -Motivated Offenses  
 
Dominican University is committed to ensuring a just and humane campus where all community 
members have the capacity to thrive. The Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (OEDI) works in 
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necessary, to take corrective action. The duration and scope of investigations can vary, as well as the 
content of final investigative reports. However, all findings determine the extent to which the parties 
involved are responsible for violating university policy. Findings may include recommendations on ways 
to rectify violations for complainants, promote accountability for respondents found to have violated 
University policy, stop ongoing abuses, and prevent their reoccurrence. Findings may also include 
recommendations to the university to address issues found to have contributed to a policy violation.  
 
The standard used to determine whether the Bias-Motivated Offensive Conduct Policy has been violated 
is whether it is more likely than not that the respondent violated the policy. This evidentiary standard is 
often referred to as a preponderance of the evidence. 
 
Students also have avenues to address complaints, grievances and improper treatment through the 
�h�v�]�À���Œ�•�]�š�Ç�[�•���,���o�‰�������v�š�Œ���o�����v�����d�]�š�o�����/�y���‰�Œ�}�����•�•���•�X��Please refer to:  Help Central for Students 
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Applying to a Dietetic  Internship  (DI ) 
 
General Information 
The Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND) is responsible for the 
accreditation of all dietetic education programs including the application to dietetic internships, 
computer matching, and the appointment process for dietetic internships. It is essential that all 
individuals involved in this process fulfill their responsibilities and adhere to established procedure. 
 
The process is divided into three phases: application, computer matching, and appointment. Most DI 
programs are now using the DICAS (Dietetic Internship Centralized Application System). A DICAS 
Handbook is available on the Nutrition Student Advising page within Canvas. You will receive access 
to this upon becoming a student at Dominican University. 
 

Dietetic Internship Centralized Application System 
Almost all dietetic internships will be using the online dietetic internship centralized application 
process (DICAS). If you have questions about the centralized application, please contact DICAS 
customer support at 617-612-2855 or dicasinfo@dicas.org. 
 

Computer Matching 
To do this, register and submit all the internship programs you plan to apply to D&D Digital by February 
15 for April match and September 25 for Fall match at 11:59 p.m. (Central). If you need assistance with 
computer matching, please contact D&D Digital customer support at 515/292-0490 or 
dnd@sigler.com. 
 

Link has full list of Dietetic Internships that participate in the DICAS online and Computer Matching 
Policy and Procedures from ACEND: 
 

�x Programs Participating in Dietetic Internship Centralized Application System 
 

Due to intense competition for a limited number of dietetic internship spots, the following are 
among the criteria that you must meet or exceed: 
 

�x A GPA of at least 3.0 overall. Higher GPAs are preferred. 
�x Work experience, preferable in a hospital or nursing home so you realize what it is like to 

work  in a health care setting. 
�x Satisfactory letters of reference showing that you are self-motivated and can perform under 

pressure, have leadership potential, etc. 
�x A well written personal letter showing your future career goals and reasons for applying to 

the dietetic internship program. 
�x Extracurricular activities that highlight leadership ability. 
�x Satisfactory scores on Graduate Record Exam (GRE), if applicable 
�x Strongly recommend that you become a student member of Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics 

(AND) 
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Internship Application Information  
 

All complete computer matching information, including computer matching dates with deadlines, is on 
the http://www.dnddigital.com .The application phase is a lengthy one and should be started well in 
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DU Student Nutrition and Dietetics Association (SNDA)  
 
Facebook page: 


